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The Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023

A Detailed Reading of the Act, Sections, and
Compliance Structure
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About the Act

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
11th August, 2023 and is hereby published for general information:—

THE DIGITAL PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION ACT, 2023

An Act to provide for the processing of digital personal data in a
manner that recognises both the right of individuals to protect their
personal data and the need to process such personal data for lawful
purposes and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
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Summary

The Act is compliance-heavy for businesses (requiring robust security
and grievance redressal systems) but simplified for users (aiming for plain
language notices). It signals a shift from "privacy as a fundamental right"
to "data as a regulated asset" managed through fiduciary trust.

The DPDP Act, 2023 is a "Principle-Based" legislation. Unlike "rule-based"
laws that provide exhaustive, rigid checklists for every possible scenario,
the DPDP Act establishes a high-level framework built on seven core
principles. This approach allows the law to remain flexible and applicable
to changing technologies while leaving specific details to be defined by
future rules.
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